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Nevada’s Ethnic and Racial Diversity  
Reflects The Country

Nevada ranks third in the country in diversity, based on the Census Bureau’s 2020 diversity index. 
Nevada is now a majority-minority state, with Hispanics making up 29.2% of the state’s population, 
the fifth-highest share of Hispanics of any state. Black and Asian-American populations in Nevada 
both increased by about 40% in the last decade.

Nevada’s diversity also rewards candidates who can appeal to all economic and educational levels.  
Nevada’s median income is $31,557, considerably less than the national median income of $34,103, 
and just 24.7% of Nevadans have a college or advanced degree vs. the national average of 32.1%.  

Source: www.census.gov/quickfacts/NV, July 2021
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Nevada’s Mix Of Rural and Urban Population 
Reflects The Country

From majestic mountains and desert sagebrush to modern planned residential communities to the 
glittering waters of Lake Tahoe and the glittering lights of the iconic Las Vegas strip, Nevada has a 
socioeconomic and residential mix that reflects the complex tapestry of our country and demands 
that candidates communicate with voters from every background, education and community. 

	 ■ Nevada is the 7th largest state by land mass

	 ■ Nevada is 32nd in population with 3.144M; only 9 states are less densely populated

	 ■  The Las Vegas region, the third largest metro area in the desert southwest U.S., has a 
population of more than 2.3M, tripling in size since 1990, and is one of the most visited 
tourist destinations in the world, with 40 million visitors a year

	 ■  The Reno/Sparks metro area experienced 15% growth over the last decade with a 
population that is younger than the national average at a median of 35 years of age
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Nevada Is A Battleground State That Provides A 
True Test Of Viability

Nevada is a presidential battleground in the general election. Candidates can hone their skills 
communicating and persuading a broad and diverse electorate as a test of general election viability. 

	 ■  Nevada had a 2020 partisan lean 2.5% more conservative than the national average

	 ■  Nevada was ranked the 7th most competitive Presidential state in 2020

	 ■  Nevada was ranked the 6th most competitive Presidential state in 2016

	 ■  Nevada had the 3rd closest U.S. Senate race in 2016

	 ■  Nevada had the 6th closest U.S. Senate race in 2018

At the same time, Nevada is still a small, accessible state that provides an early test of candidates 
without breaking the bank, with two primary media markets that cover 90% of the state. 

	 ■  Las Vegas is the 40th largest media market in the country with 833,510 homes

	 ■  Reno is the 104th largest media market in the country with 293,750 homes
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Nevada Has A Strong and Politically Active  
Union Membership 

Nevada is 15th among the states in percentage of employees represented by unions, with a rate far 
exceeding the national average and other early nominating states.

Unions in Nevada grew their membership ranks by 50,000 between 2010 and 2019, to a total of 
201,000 members, or 14.6% of the workforce, until COVID-related reductions in the workforce level 
reduced union numbers to 12.2% as of 2021. 

	 ■  Culinary Union 226, representing 60,000 members, is also Nevada’s largest Latinx/AAPI/
immigrant organization with members who are from 178 countries and speak over 40 
different languages, while more than half are women.

	 ■  Nevada’s Democratic legislature and Governor passed collective bargaining laws for state 
employees and dramatically increased support for union apprenticeship programs.

10.3%
12.2%

Union Membership 2021

Nevada U.S.
(Bureau of Labor Statistics)
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Nevada: The Leader In Expanding Voting Rights 
and Voter Access

Democratic leaders in Nevada have also seen to it that 
Nevada voters have full access to the ballot, passing 
some of the most progressive registration and ballot 
access laws in the country.  

With permanent absentee ballots, more than two weeks 
of early vote and Election Day vote centers, Nevada 
leaders have made it easy and efficient to cast your 
ballot. It is in line with this philosophy that Nevada has 
adopted a presidential primary in lieu of its traditional 
caucus to increase access to the ballot. 

	 ■  Nevada moved from a Caucus to a Presidential Primary in 2021

	 ■  Nevada enacted permanent, mail-in voting

	 ■  Nevada enacted Same Day Voter Registration

	 ■  Nevada enacted Automatic Voter Registration

	 ■  Nevada mandated polling locations in tribal communities

	 ■  Nevada expanded drop box availability

	 ■  Nevada expanded access to voting for those with disabilities

	 ■  Nevada enacted Vote Center voting

	 ■  Nevada enacted restoration of voting rights
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Nevada Democrats Keep Winning Up and  
Down The Ticket

While Nevada is a classic purple state based on its political partisanship and makeup, Democrats 
have consistently won victories up and down the ticket since 2008, thanks in part to strong 
candidates and a robust electoral infrastructure and operation that supports Democrats.

Democrats now hold the Governor’s office, both U.S. Senate seats, 3 of the 4 U.S. House seats, 
majorities in both houses of the legislature and 5 of the 6 constitutional offices. Democratic 
presidential nominees have won the state in four consecutive elections.

“Former Democratic Sen. Harry Reid engineered one of the great partisan 

makeovers of recent years, turning Nevada from a reliably red state into 

one his party captured in four straight presidential campaigns.”

— Mark Barabak Column, 2-11-22, LA Times
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There is “clear and convincing evidence that having Iowa and New 
Hampshire create candidate momentum is not a good thing.”

— House Majority Whip Jim Clyburn, AP, 6-11-21

“I firmly believe that Nevada, with our broad diversity that truly reflects the 
rest of the country, should not just be among the early states, we should 
be the first in the nation.”

— Former Nevada U.S. Senator Harry Reid

Iowa and New Hampshire going first is "an antiquated system that 
gives outsized influence in choosing presidents to two states that, 
demographically, more resemble 19th-century America than they do the 
America of today.”

— Boston Globe editorial board, 2-5-20

"By putting Iowa and New Hampshire first, the Democratic and Republican 
parties are effectively saying that disproportionate power and influence 
should go to a small group of overwhelmingly white people in rural areas 
and small cities.”

— Dylan Matthews, VOX, 2-10-20
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